
 

 
 
 

55. EASTERN CORN BELT PLAINS 

The Eastern Corn Belt Plains is primarily a rolling plain with local end moraines (mass of 
rock and sediment carried by glacier); it had more natural tree cover and has lighter 
colored soils than the Central Corn Belt Plains. The region has loamier and better drained 
soils than the Huron/Erie Lake Plain, and richer soils than the Erie/Ontario Hills and 
Lake Plain. Glacial deposits of Wisconsin age are extensive. They are not as dissected 
nor as leached as the pre-Wisconsin till which is restricted to the southern part of the 
region. Originally, beech forests were common on Wisconsin soils while beech forests 
and elm-ash swamp forests dominated the wetter pre-Wisconsin soils. Today, extensive 
corn, soybean, and livestock production occurs and has affected stream chemistry and 
turbidity. 

56. SOUTHERN MICHIGAN/NORTHERN INDIANA DRIFT PLAINS 

Bordered by Lake Michigan on the west, this ecoregion is less agricultural than those to 
the south, it is more well drained and contains more lakes than the flat agricultural lake 
plain to the east, and its soils are not as nutrient poor as the region to the north. The 
region is characterized by many lakes and marshes as well as an assortment of landforms, 
soil types, soil textures, and land uses. Broad till plains with thick and complex deposits 
of drift, paleobeach ridges, relict dunes, morainal hills, kames, drumlins, meltwater 
channels, and kettles occur. Feed grain, soybean, and livestock farming as well as 
woodlots, quarries, recreational development, and urban-industrial areas are common 



57. HURON/ERIE LAKE PLAIN 

The Huron/Erie Lake Plain is a broad, fertile, nearly flat plain punctuated by relic sand 
dunes, beach ridges, and end moraines. Originally, soil drainage was typically poorer 
than in the adjacent Eastern Corn Belt Plains, and elm-ash swamp and beech forests were 
dominant. Oak savanna was typically restricted to sandy, well-drained dunes and beach 
ridges. Today, most of the area has been cleared and artificially drained and contains 
highly productive farms producing corn, soybeans, livestock, and vegetables; urban and 
industrial areas are also extensive. Stream habitat and quality have been degraded by 
channelization, ditching, and agricultural activities. 

61. ERIE DRIFT PLAINS 

Once largely covered by a maple-beech-birch forest, much of the Erie Drift Plain is now 
in farms, many associated with dairy operations. The Eastern Corn Belt Plains, which 
border the region on the west, are flatter, more fertile, and therefore more agricultural. 
The glaciated Erie Drift Plain is characterized by low rounded hills, scattered end 
moraines, kettles, and areas of wetlands, in contrast to the adjacent unglaciated 
ecoregions to the south and east that are more hilly and less agricultural. Areas of urban 
development and industrial activity occur locally. 

70. WESTERN ALLEGHENY PLATEAU 

The hilly and wooded terrain of the Western Allegheny Plateau was not muted by 
glaciation and is more rugged than the agricultural till plains of ecoregions to the north 
and west, but is less rugged and not as forested as ecoregions to the east and south. 
Extensive mixed mesophytic forests and mixed oak forests originally grew in the Western 
Allegheny Plateau and, today, most of its rounded hills remain in forest; dairy, livestock, 
and general farms as well as residential developments are concentrated in the valleys. 
Horizontally-bedded, sedimentary rock underlying the region has been mined for 
bituminous coal. 

71. INTERIOR PLATEAU 

The Interior Plateau is a diverse ecoregion extending from southern Indiana and Ohio to 
northern Alabama. Rock types are distinctly different from the coastal plain sands and 
alluvial deposits to the west, and elevations are lower than the Appalachian ecoregions to 
the east. Mississippian to Ordovician-age limestone, chert, sandstone, siltstone and shale 
compose the landforms of open hills, irregular plains, and tablelands. The natural 
vegetation is primarily oak-hickory forest, with some areas of bluestem prairie and cedar 
glades. The region has a diverse fish fauna. 



83. EASTERN GREAT LAKES AND HUDSON LOWLANDS 

This glaciated region of irregular plains bordered by hills generally contains less surface 
irregularity and more agricultural activity and population density than the adjacent 
Northeastern Highlands and Northern Appalachian Plateau and Uplands ecoregions. 
Although orchards, vineyards, and vegetable farming are important locally, a large 
percentage of the agriculture is associated with dairy operations. The portion of this 
ecoregion that is in close proximity to the Great Lakes experiences and increased 
growing season, more winter cloudiness, and greater snowfall. 


